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On the cover:

ARCHDIOCESE/NATION

Violence: Wilmington parish mourns 
area gang murders.

Mandate: HHS suggests ways to pay 
contraceptive costs for religious em-
ployers.

RE Congress: Jacob and Matthew 
Band serve through music.

Human trafficking: Symposium ad-
dresses “The Child Slave.”

Archbishop: Decades of repression 
don’t stifle Belarus church.

Health care reform: Another Catho-
lic “swing vote” looms in Supreme 
Court.

“Jumped In”: What L.A. gangs taught 
a UCLA anthropologist.

“Broken and Shared”: To comfort 
and afflict with the Gospel.

Movie: “October Baby” message hits 
close to home for co-star.

 “Powerful: St. Mel’s Teen Stations of 
the Cross.

OP-ED/SPIRITUALITY

Mariaemma Pelullo-Willis: How 
schools can honor children’s devel-
opmental learning stages.

Fr. Ron Rolheiser: Searching for God 
among many voices.

Anne Hansen: Lenten practices — 
not too late to start.

Bill Peatman: God’s law is written on 
our hearts.

DEPARTMENTS

Calendar of Events

This Week’s Readings

nDr. Ann McElaney-Johnson pro-
cesses to her inauguration as Mount 
St. Mary’s College’s 12th president 
March 16 ceremony at St. Vincent 
Church, Los Angeles (large photo); 
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Curry 
(small photo).

Religious education for the new evangelization

What is elder abuse? Elder abuse is 
the mistreatment of an elderly per-
son by someone known to the senior. 
This includes financial abuse, physical 
abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect. 
Elder abuse happens everywhere — in 
poor, middle class and upper-income 
households. It is a problem that has no 
demographic or ethnic boundaries. Be-
cause family members or close friends 
of the senior are often the culprits of fi-
nancial, physical, and emotional abuse, 
this abuse is often difficult to discover 
and to accept. For more information on 
the types and nature of elder abuse, visit 
the L.A. County District Attorney’s web-
site: http://da.lacounty.gov/seniors. For 
particular help, you may call Assistance 
Ministry, (213) 637-7650.

This is a big week for our local 
Church.

Beginning this Thursday, March 
22, we will be hosting our 45th an-

nual Los Angeles Religious Education Con-
gress at the Anaheim Convention Center. 
This amazing four-day event will attract 
more than 40,000 catechists, religious edu-
cators and teachers from across the country. 

This is the biggest gathering of its kind in 
America and probably in the world. There 
are about 280 workshops and talks this year 
— on topics ranging from spirituality and 
music to biblical studies and catechesis. 

The REC is a great service that our Arch-
diocese offers to the Church in our coun-
try. I’m grateful to Sister Edith Prendergast, 
RSC, director of our Religious Education Of-
fice. She and her fine staff have dedicated 
themselves to this event for nearly 25 years.

To me this Congress is important because 
catechesis is at the heart of the Church’s 
mission. 

Jesus commissioned his Church to make 
disciples in all nations and to teach all men 
and women to live by what he commanded. 
So from the start, religious education has in-
cluded everything that we do in the Church 
to make disciples, to strengthen the living 
bonds of communion and community that 
we have in the Church, and to help us to live 
our faith in the world. 

Some of the earliest statements we have 
about what religious education means are 
found in the writings of the apostle St. John. 
In fact, biblical scholars think that his Gos-
pel was written in part to offer a catechesis 
on the meaning of the sacraments. They 
think the same thing was true about the let-

ters of St. Peter.
Near the end of his 
Gospel, St. John tells us 
it was “written that you 
may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing 

you may have life in his 
name.” 

Again, at the start of 
his first letter, he writes: 
“That which we have 

seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so 
that you may have fellowship with us … with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
And we are writing this that our joy may be 
complete.” 

At the heart of religious education is al-
ways this encounter with Jesus Christ. 

That’s what makes our Christian faith 
unique. Christianity is not a philosophy 
of life or a collection of ethical principles. 
Christianity is a relationship of love with a 
divine Person, Jesus. 

That means that religious education can 
never only be about learning “facts.” It is 
about growing in our love for Jesus and our 
belief that he shows us God’s loving design 
— for our lives and for our world. 

Catechesis is “mystagogical.” That means 
it tries to take us to a deeper knowledge of 
the mysteries we celebrate in the sacra-
ments. It tries to help us truly live the divine 
life of grace that we 
receive in the sacra-
ments. 

To do this kind of 
work, takes a special 
person. It takes a 
“servant’s heart.” It 
requires a spiritual-
ity that is rooted in 
a simple, unselfish 
desire to do God’s 
will and to serve his 
purposes. 

Catechists need 
to be engaging and 
imaginative in pro-
claiming the faith 
in this culture. But 
they don’t bring 
any teaching of 
their own. They are 
here to teach Jesus 
Christ.

When we are teaching in the Church, we 
can never substitute our own “version” of 
Jesus or offer watered-down or partial ver-
sions of his teachings. Because only the 
truth — and the whole truth — about Jesus 
can save us and set us free.

Jesus himself said that he only taught 

what he had learned from his Father. He said: 
“My teaching is not mine, but his who sent 
me.” And his words should be impressed on 
the hearts of every true catechist. 

In our day, there are many competing 
“gospels” and contrary messages. And our 
secular culture seems more set against reli-
gious viewpoints than ever before.

In this culture, our religious education 
more and more must include a new “apol-
ogetics.” We need to make a new “case” 
for Jesus Christ and his Catholic Church. 
We need to communicate the joy of know-
ing Jesus and the power and beauty of our 
Catholic way of life. We need to be able to 
show our neighbors how the Gospel pro-
vides real answers to the problems we face 
in our lives and in our society. 

Let’s pray for one another this week and 
let’s pray for the renewal of religious educa-
tion in our times. 

And let’s ask the patroness of our great 
archdiocese, Our Lady of the Angels, to help 
us to live the truths we teach more deeply 
and to be better witnesses to the joy, hope 
and truth of our Catholic faith. TD

Follow Archbishop Gomez at: www.face-
book.com/ArchbishopGomez.

VICTOR ALEMAN

Archbishop José Gomez is surrounded by wellwishers during the 
2011 Religious Education Congress in Anaheim.


