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Overview of Presentation
1. Building a Culture of Life
• Four Levels of Happiness/Meaning
• Six Categories of Cultural Discourse
• Education for a Level Three– Pro-Life Culture
2. Seven Principles of Social Justice and 

Protection of the Innocent 
• Three principles of Ethics
• Four Principles of Justice

Ultimate Good
Objective: Participate in giving and receiving ultimate meaning, goodness, ideals, and love
Characteristics: Good is ultimatized, Principles include ultimate Truth, Love, Justice, & Beauty
Gratification: Eternal

Good Beyond Self
Objective: Do good beyond self
Characteristics: Principles include justice, love, and community, Intrinsic goodness is an end in 

itself, Decisions are focused on the greater good
Gratification: Long-term

Personal Achievement/Ego
Objective: Ego Centeredness, better than, gain advantage
Characteristics: Promotion of self is primary, Personal power and control are key, Jealousy, fear 
of failure, contempt, isolation, loneliness, and cynicism
Gratification: Short-term

Immediate Gratification
Objective: Maximize pleasure and minimize pain
Characteristics: Obligation is to self alone, No desire for common, intrinsic, or ultimate 
good, lack of self-worth, fear of tangible loss/harm, boredom
Gratification: Immediate

(Magis Center – Robert J. Spitzer, S.J. Ph.D.)
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Ten Universal Principles
• Six Categories of Cultural Discourse
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PRINCIPLE #1
The Principle of NON-maleficence

• “The Silver Rule: Do not do a harm to others
that you do not want done unto you.”

• Ethical minimalism – as distinct from the
Golden Rule (ethical maximalism). 
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Principle #2
The end does not justify the means

• Test the ends and the means. 
• Utilitarianism versus principle based ethics.
• The Lesser of two evils.
• The principle of double effect.

   

Principle #3
Persons should be evaluated according to full human potential

• Bartolome de Las Casas.
• Anything less than full human potential is 

mere historical accident.
• Anything less than full human potential is 

arbitrary.   
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PRINCIPLE #4

“AN UNJUST LAW IS NO LAW AT ALL.” 
Saint Augustine

On The Free Choice of the Will 
Book 1 Chapter 5 

• Justice is higher than the positive law.
• Justice is an intrinsic right – not an extrinsic right.
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Principle #6
The fundamentality of rights

• Resolving rights conflicts.
• The necessity criterion.
• Life, then liberty, then property/pursuit of 

happiness.

     

Principle #7
Intrinsic limitations to freedom

• Locke – our freedom stops where others’ rights begin.
• One person’s freedom cannot become another 

person’s burden (onerous duty).
• Euthanasia -- the affected populations – those with 

disabilities, depression, economic hardship, low self-
esteem, and susceptible to pressure.

• Euthanasia – those who can affect those populations –
family members, friends, physicians, insurance 
companies, and therapists.   
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