Start Where They Are

(and other secrets to effectively engage families in faith)
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“We need a church capable of walking at people’s side,
of doing more than simply listening to them; a church

”

which accompanies them on theirjournev... WYD, 2013
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o to happen or occur at the same tlme as or along
with (something)
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“The Church will have to initiate everyone —
priests, religious and laity — into this art of
accompaniment, which teaches us to remove
our sandals before the sacred ground
of the other (cf. Ex 3, 5). (evangelii Gaudium, 169)
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12. Your family
is a domestic

11. Parents are the

most influential church; sacred
agents of catechesis and holy.
for their children G

10. You are
always
welcome at

3. What are
your hurts?
hopes ?

9. How can the
Church help

SR I,

in the world?

8. Marriage is a 6. Avoid that
vocation and which separates,

serves as the 7. Tell us the unitive and f aith to play
foundation of the about your the procreative in the II'VES of’
family and faith purposes of your children?
society. journey. marriage.
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" What Do
Parents
NEED

from You
“the Churﬁtﬁ) ;:
to Bring.

thﬁatth’?

“Belonging Leads to Believing!”
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Level of Mormon Catholic

Support
Extremely 65% 13%
Very 22% 27%
Extremely/Very 87% 40%
Little 5% 15%
Not 3% 1%
Little/Not 8% 26%
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Rankings forTeens = Church Support
Living their Faith... Felt by Parents...

1. Mormons

. Conservative Protestant
. Black Protestant

. Mainline Protestant

. Catholic

. Jewish

. Non-Religious
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Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers.

Families Need to
Be Asked What
They Need and y

Wish For...
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Listening to
Understand

Another is a
Sacred Act
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The Critical Starting Point Question...

»
hatirolesdolyou want faithfto play in
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1. Don't let your kids be the most important
people in your family (5K)

2. 6 ways good parents contribute to their
child’s anxiety (4K)

3. How to raise kinder, less entitled kids (4K)

4. Parenting beyond the dirty laundry (2.2K)

5. Why Catholics are leaving the faith by age
10 (2K)
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" —If you could change

anything about your

family situation, what
would it be?”
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Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers,

Single Adult
—
. Establishing —
Aging Family
GE— e

Nest

[ e cnem———
Launching
YoungAdults — SchoolAge

rents”’

Two-thirds of teens and three-quarters of
parents say they would be willing to give
up a weeknight activity if it meant they

could have dinner with their family. .o

Adolescence
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Atkinson Family
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We Work Together.(~)
Enjoy Tach other 3
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BRUCE PEILER
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SECRETS
o Do you know where your grandparents -, HapPy
grew up? FAMILIES

o Do you know where your mom and dad
i BRUCE FEILER
went to high school? L di

o

Do you know where your parents met?

o Do you know of an illness or something really
terrible that happened in your family before you
were born?

Do you know the story surrounding your pjrth?

o

o Do you know the story surrounding your parent’s
wedding day?

1964| “acwime-=™

During your high school years, how often, if ever, did your
parents talk to you about religion?
U.S. Catholics ages 14 t 7

Which Leads to Sharing Their Faith Story!
« Why are'your parents Catholic? "
+ What is a favorite sﬁripture story of your par

How would someone obéé? g
day know you were people of faith?
family?

*
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Owections

Available Online at:
http://www.strongcatholicfamilies.org/resources/print.htm
Y KL
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GROWING Engaged - 16%
ENCACED Actively Disengaged -35%
CHURCH Not Engaged - 49%

How can the Church
helpyou/your
family live out your
faith in the world?

BURRITOBOYZ

KIDSTAKINGACTION

B
THE Burrito BoyZ as of Sunday, March 27, 2016

BOYZ 282 | 124,367
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, . . .
that don’t resonate or motivate. .

2. Focus on building relationships, rather than providing programs.

I. Listen first to families rather than sending messages fb
\

3. Highlight families’ strengths, even amid challenges, rather than
adopting approaches based on negative stereotypes.

4. Encourage families to experiment with new practices that fit
their lives, rather than giving them expert advice on what they
need to do.

5. Emphasize parenting as a relationship more than a set of
techniques.

6. Broaden coalitions focused on young people’s success in order
to actively engage families.

“The Chur i igni
strong, life-shaping families for young people by
equipping, supporting,and encouraging

families with adolescents to: .
+ engage in family faith conversations m
+ teach moral values 5‘
+ develop healthy relationships @
g 1

+ good communication skills

+ celebrate family rituals

« pray together

« participate in shared service activities \

« explore and discuss vocations

+ nurture close parental relationships and
parental faith.”

Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry, USCCB 1997
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# "the role
importance that it is almost impossible to
provide an adequate substitute." ccc 2221,

# “Parents are the most influential agents of
catechesis for their children.” woc 234

# “...the Christian Community must help
[parents] assume their responsibility of
educating their children in faith.” @oc 227

% “Every effort should be made to
strengthen and develop pastoral care for
the family, which should be treated as a
real matter of priority, in the certainty that
future evangelization depends largely on
the domestic Church." (FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO)

Comparison Between Parent & Leader Responses

Al Parents | Leaders | - Top 3 Messages You Want to Hear from the Church/Church Leaders
N=5100 | s0% | 20%

63%

N

1 |You are alwavs welcome at our church.

54% 2 2 |How can the Church help you/your family live out your faith in the world?
29% 3 4__|Parents are the most influential agents of catechesis for their children.
27% 5 3 |Your familv is a domestic church: sacred and holv.
‘ 26% 4 9 |Marriage is a vocation and serves as the ion of the family and societ
23%T 7 5 Nou are not alone.
23%T 6 8 |What role do vou want faith to olav in the lives of vour children?
16% 8 7 [Tell us about your faith journey.
15% 9 6 |What are your hurts? hopes? joys?
1% 10 10 |We are sorry for having hurt you.
8% 11 11 woid that which separates the unitive and the purposes of marriage

ii ii ii it Bailism iou iromised toraise iourchildren in the Catholic faith,

Al [P: Leaders| Rank Order Each Message from 1 as Highest and 12 as Lowest Priority.
310 1 1 IYou are always welcome at our church.
463 2 2 |Parents are the most influential agents of catechesis for their children.
5.11 3 3 |How can the Church help you/your family live out your faith in the world?
547 4 4__What role do vou want faith to play in the lives of vour children?
- 5.90 5 9 |Marriage isa vocation and serves as the ion of the familyand societ
633 6 7__Nouare notalone.
6.62 7 8 |Your family is a domestic church; sacred and hol:
670 8 5 What are your hurts? hopes? joys?
01 9 6__[Tell us about your faith journey.
826 | 10 11 At Baptism you promised to raise your childrenin the Catholic faith.
921 1 10 _|Weare sorry for having hurt you.
9.65 12 12 woid that which separates the unitiveand the ive purposes of marriage.

“Parents are the

single most
important
influence on a
child’s faith.” (NSYR)
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www.strongcatholicfamilies.org

Password Protected Sites

Strong Catholic Families
Username: nfcym
Password: scfscy

Fortaleciendo Familias en la Fe
Username: fff
Password: familias

Contact for Michael Theisen

miket@nfcym.org / 202-674-4209
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